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Virtues Must Supersede Evils 
Dear Sister, Maranatha! 

What a very great work it is to put into 
daily practice what we learn from studying 
the blessed Word! First we must become 
humble, and willing to be taught. Then 
comes the casting from us all the thirteen 
evils, including the seven abominations. 

Mary Magdalene had seven devils (evils) 
cast out and then she was devoted to the 
Lord. So we, too, must cast out the evils before 
we can add the virtues and graces which 
are also seven according to II Peter 1: 5—7. 

I have greatly enjoyed “Fulfilled Proph- 
ecies.” They increase our faith. 

Hence, beloved ones, since we are awaiting 
these things, let us do our utmost to be 
found spotless and unblemished and in peace. 

Potsdam, N. Y. O. B. W. 


Power of Transformation 


Dear Maranatha Sister; 

Humility does not spring of its own accord. 
It must be cultivated and sought after dili- 
gently. By a constant self-denial of the 
things we want to do and say the most, 
in our allotted dispensation, we become 
little in our own eyes and great in God’s 
eyes. Everyone of God’s children from the 
prophets on down to our own day, were 
given the same opportunities for conquest, 
by taking the flint out of their own stub- 
born natures and becoming Christ-like in 
nature. They were not permitted to lie around 
on flowery beds of ease, doing their own 
way nor finding their own pleasure. No, 
they were men and women from every con- 
dition in life, frequently acquainted with 
existing circumstances involving suffering and 
ill treatment. Their submissive actions are 
recorded for us to pattern after. 

God’s Word, eaten and digested thoroughly, 
is the only true power to transform the 
human life. Happy are the people who have 
tasted and learned of its influence in their 
own lives. Theirs is a blessed life, quiet and 
restful in the midst of a world torn by 
fear and unrest everywhere. 


South Amboy, N. J. L. M. K. 


Enlightening 


Dear Friends: 

I noticed that my Messace has expired. 
The most wonderful little paper in the world 
to me, as I can’t hear the true gospel 
preached and have to get all the truth by 
reading. It is very enlightening. 

I know that one day in the near future 
there will be a grand and wonderful time 
coming when the faithful shall stand in the 
presence of the Great and wonderful Cre- 
ator, for we are promised, “Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God.” 
We must listen, and take heed to all the 
prophets, Jesus and the disciples and keep 
all the commandments, or we will not escape 
from the coming troubles that are soon to 
come upon this earth. 


Conyers, Ga. G. F. 
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“Taken” or “Left” 


F ONE IS to be employed, there must be an employer, 
| and if one is to make a success of a business enter- 

prise, he must have a base of operation, and a terri- 
tory in which to operate. This observation holds true 
whether the enterprise be agriculture, fruit raising, or 
milling—the grinding of grain. Likewise the Lord, as 
the most practical and successful business executive, 
operates on a practical basis. He has a “field,” a “vine,” 
a “mill,” and to employ another symbol which is some- 
what related, and was used by Jesus, a “bed.” First let 
us focus our attention on the Lord’s field. 

In the Parable of the Sower, Matthew 13, Jesus, in 
giving the meaning of the parable to His disciples said: 
“The field is the world” (v. 38). God, as the great Hus- 
bandman, has a field, and that field is as broad as the 
world. And there are men working in this field. Matthew 
24 pictures two representative men as working in this 
field when the time of separation arrives. Jesus was 
here picturing conditions that should prevail when He 
comes the second time: “But as the days of Noah were, 
so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. For as 
in the days that were before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day that Noah entered into the ark, and knew not 
until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be 
in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left” 
(vs. 37—40). When Christ returns to reckon with His 
servants He will find these two men working in this 
field, the one shall be taken, and the other left. 

Now what is meant by the one being “taken” and the 
other “left”? 

The religious world extract from this statement the 
meaning that when Christ returns to reckon with His 
servants the faithful servants will be taken to heaven, 
the wicked servants left on earth. But this reasoning 
does not agree with the Word of God which says: “For 
the upright shal! dwell in the land, and the perfect 
shall remain in it. . . The righteous shall never be 
removed: but the wicked shall not inhabit the earth” 
(Prov. 2: 21; 10:30). Nor does it agree with Prov. 
11:31, “The righteous shall be recompensed in the 
earth”; or with Jesus: ‘‘Blessed are the meek: for they 
shall inherit the earth.” “Behold, I come quickly; and 
my reward is with me, to give every man according as 
his work shall be” (Matt. 5: 5; Rev. 22: 12). It is true 
that when the Lord comes He will take His people away 
to judgment, and the people of the world will be left. 
But the Scriptures do not teach that this is the man to 
be left in the field, for the people of the world are left 
only for a short time, and then the judgments of the 
Lord will come upon them, and they will be obliged either 
to submit, or be rooted out of the earth. 

In what way then will one man be taken and the 
other left? When Christ comes there is to be a separa- 
tion. The word will go forth; righteous and wicked shall 
no longer remain together. Christ will “separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from 
the goats: and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, 


but the goats on the left” (Matt. 25 : 32, 33). For those 
under covenant to serve God—provided they have had 
sufficient time to perfect their character—Christ’s 
appearing will mark finis to their day of opportunity. 
The prevailing arrangement then shall be: “He that is 
unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still” 
(Rev. 22: 11). 

But those who have been working in the Lord’s field, 
who have kept the field of their hearts free from the 
weeds of malice and wickedness, from pride, hatred, self- 
ishness and discord, and every evil, will be permitted to 
work on in broader fields during the glad thousand-year 
reign of Christ, and through the great beyond which 
will follow, world without end. 

In Isaiah 5:7 the Prophet reveals that the Lord 
has a vineyard, which is but another term for a field, 
and that His vineyard is “the house of Israel,’ and the 
men of Judah are the “pleasant plants” in His field. In 
v. 8 the word field is actually employed: “woe unto 
them ... that lay field to field, till there be no place.” 
Humankind are always wont to lay their own field along- 
side the Lord’s field, retain some of their own ways as 
well as subscribing in part to God’s ways. They want to 
be trees of both good and evil, to set up their own flimsy 
posts by His sturdy post. But God never permits this. 


The Lord’s Vine 


We just finished reading in Isaiah 5 that the Lord has 
a vineyard, and now we shall proceed to show that He 
has one outstanding vine in that vineyard of which 
every Christian must be a part, a branch. Jesus spoke 
of this vine and its composition in John 15. Beginning 
at verse 1, we read: “I am the true vine, and my Father 
is the husbandman.” 

Now we know what the vine is; it is Christ and the 
truths which He taught. And what have we to do to abide 
in that vine? The following verse will tell us: “Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away.” Now 
we know what He will do if we do not bear fruit, and we 
will soon read what these fruits are. 

“Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, 
that it may bring forth more fruit.” Yes, if we bear these 
fruits He will purge us, or, in other words, He will 
cleanse us. What is it that cleanses us? The very next 
verse will tell us. “Now ye are clean through the word 
which I have spoken unto you.” Ah! It is the Word of 
God which cleanses us. There is nothing else that can 
cleanse from sin except to hear the Word of God and 
do it. The hearing alone, will never save us. 

“Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more 
can ye, except ve abide in me” (v. 4). Now how are we 
to abide in Him? He says it is by hearing the Word of 
God and letting it work effectually within; become clean 
by allowing the Word to cleanse us. Let us read v. 5: “IT 
am the vine, ye are the branches.” Here we learn our 
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intimate relationship to the Lord’s vine. “I am the vine, 
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same bringeth forth much fruit; for without me ye 
can do nothing.” Here he reiterates that we must bear 
fruit. Now, the question is: what kind of fruit? Galatians 
5 lists some lovely fruits that we must bear. But first let 
us read the list of the fruits of the flesh, the kind of 
fruits we must not bear. “Now the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these: Adultery, fornication, unclean- 
ness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari- 
ance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envy- 
ings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like” 
(vs. 19—21). Every branch of this Christ-vine must 
withhold bearing any hatred, or wrath, or strife, or envy, 
or emulations, says the Word of God. If we are doing 
these things, we can know what our fate will be, for the 
conclusion of the verse makes it plain, “of the which I 
tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that 
they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God.” 

Would you not like to inherit the kingdom of God, and 
have Jesus say to you, “Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you”? And He will say 
it to every faithful one, but if you are bearing any of 
these evil fruits, you will never have it said to you. 

We have read the fruits of the flesh, now what are the 
fruits of the Spirit? “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance: against such there is no law” (vs. 
22, 23). After comparing these lists, how dare we say 
that a man or woman will get more joy and peace in doing 
the works of the flesh than in bearing these lovely fruits 
of the Spirit? Just enumerate over the works of the flesh: 
“Adultery, fornication, hatred, wrath and strife, emu- 
lations and envyings,” and then go over the fruits of the 
Spirit, “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance,” and how can any voice 
utter that a man or woman will get more joy and pleasure 
in these works of the flesh than in the bright, lovely fruits 
of the Spirit? 

There is love, the keeping of God’s commandments; and 
joy, and peace, and faith, and meekness, and longsuffer- 
ing, and gentleness, and goodness, and temperance; all 
these good fruits which will bring us joy and comfort and 
peace when we are bearing them. Why, the pleasures of 
the world are nothing compared to the joy and comfort 
these fruits of the Spirit will bring to you. If you don’t 
think so, it is because you have never shared the joyful 
experience. 

The evil will bring you only heartaches and bitterness, 
and your heart will be wrung by strife, and hatred, and 
emulations, and wrath, and envy. These terrible fruits 
of the flesh are so deceitful, and bring so much trouble. 
They will fill your heart with sorrow and disillusionment. 
You may try to get good from them, but they will bring 
no lasting peace or pleasure in this life, or in the world 
to come. The Word says, ‘“‘They that do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God.” That kingdom that 
will be established on the earth when Christ comes. To 
enter this kingdom Jesus wants us to bear much good 
fruit, not the fruits of the flesh, but the fruits of the 
Spirit. That is what will make us clean, hearing His 
words and bearing these fruits. 

John 15: 3, says: “Now ye are clean through the word 


which I have spoken unto you.” It is by learning the 
truth and bearing these lovely fruits of the Spirit that 
you can become clean and whole. The sixth verse of John 15 
says, “If aman abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, 
and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into 
the fire, and they are burned.” Their fate will be destruc- 
tion; they are going to be destroyed. Every one that does 
not bear fruit, He says, will be cast out, and men gather 
them to be burned. It is not literal fire that will destroy 
them. The judgments of God will destroy every branch 
that does not bear good fruit. 


Why Continue In the Vine? 


Then Jesus continues: “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you” (v. 7). What a gracious promise, 
and right from the lips of Jesus Himself! All we have to 
do is to abide in the vine, and let His words abide in us, 
and then a time will come when we shall be able to ask 
what we will, and it shall be done unto us. 

Jesus said in another place, ““Ask and ye shall receive.” 
Let us read Matt. 7: 7: “Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
you.” But upon what conditions will it be opened to us? 
Upon the condition that we abide in Him and His words 
abide in us. On the condition that as branches of the 
true vine we bear the lovely fruits of the Spirit. Another 
stimulating promise is given in Phil. 3: 20, 21: “For our 
conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our 
vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious 
body, according to the working whereby he is able even to 
subdue all things unto himself.” 

What glorious things we can read in the Bible! and 
what glorious things we some day can ask for in unwaver- 
ing faith, and it shall be done unto us! Yes, the time is 
coming when we can ask and gain a life that will never 
end, beauty that will never tarnish, a strength of intellect 
that will never weaken, and glory that will never fade. 
We now ask that Christ will come in the power of the 
Father and bring all these wonders with Him. And they 
can all be ours because we abide in the vine. Isn’t it a 
wonderful thing to think about? He will not only change 
this vile body and fashion it like unto His glorious body, 
but He will, as Paul says, give us more than eye hath 
seen, or ear heard, ‘‘neither have entered into the heart of 
man, the things which God hath prepared for them that 
love him.” 

Yes, it will be beyond what eye hath seen, or ear heard; 
and it is even beyond the power of man to comprehend 
how grand it will be. And then to think that people refuse 
to do the work necessary to gain such a prize! Jesus Him- 
self has given us the promise that if we will do His 
commandments, we can gain that far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. He says, I will give you, not only 
a little glory, not glory that will last for five or ten or 
twenty years and then pass away forever—that is the 
kind of fleeting glory the highest station of earth offers, 
but oh, what matchless glory God offers! 

I would rather be poor and live in a cottage, than have 
a United States President’s position. We are looking for 
something better. Just think! we will then be able to do 
greater works than ever Jesus did. We can’t do it now, 
we can’t heal the sick or raise the dead. What did Jesus 
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do when He was on earth? The Bible tells us He went 
about healing all manner of diseases, raising the dead, 
restoring sight to the blind, and doing all kinds of mira- 
cles. But He tells us in John 14: 12, “Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do 
shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he 
do; because I go unto my Father.” 


The Mill 


In Matt. 24: 41 we read: “Two women shall be grind- 
ing at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.” 
In Jesus’ day they knew nothing of mills such as we now 
have. When this was spoken they pulverized their grain 
by grinding it between two stones, or with a pestle in a 
mortar. These women in the parable do not represent 
individuals, but classes of people. You will not find women 
grinding at flour mills when the Lord comes. These women 
represent the covenant-makers, grinding together. 

A mill was a contrivance essential to everyday living. 
Grinding at the mill was a work which contributed to 
the needs of family and community life; in short, a part of 
the world’s work, a service to mankind. The women grind- 
ing the grain were not preparing food for themselves 
only, but for their families and others. They were per- 
forming a necessary service. Likewise the Lord needs 
individuals to carry on His work. He supplies the grain 
from which can be milled the flour to make the life-sus- 
taining bread of heaven, the divine precepts and promises. 
He supplies the mill to process His divine knowledge, our 
minds, our will power, our memories, our powers of rea- 
son, reflection, and decision. Jesus exemplified this process 
in His own life while on earth. Of Him it was said: “The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us” (John 1: 14). 
In His hands the Word of God became more eatable than 
ever it had been before. 

If we will, we can transform our religious knowledge 
into a lively hope to give spiritual sustenance to our- 
selves and others. As covenant-makers it is our duty to 
do this. ‘‘No man liveth to himself,” each must be a 
brother’s keeper. If we do this work willingly and gladly, 
God will increase our abilities, and throughout ages 
unending we can be instruments in His hands to prepare 
the heavenly wisdom to feed yet unborn generations of 
mortals, as angels have supplied the saving knowledge to 
the people of our earth. But if we fail to do our work 
for others with gladness and rejoicing, one day we shall 
be forcefully removed from our grinding. The decree will 
be, “his bishoprick let another take” who is more worthy 
than he. 

It is through God’s goodness that we are privileged to 
grind at His mill, to work in His exalted service; but 
our being in His present employ does not assure us that 
we will always remain in it. ““Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation.” Our future is in our hands; 
what we do here and now will tell whether or not we 
shall be permitted to remain in His exalted service 
throughout eternity. 


“Two Men Shall Be in One Bed.” 


Luke 17: 34 reads: “I tell you, in that night there 
shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and 
the other shall be left.”” Now of what time is Jesus speak- 
ing? Of the day when Christ will come the ‘second time” 
(Heb. 9: 28); of the day when the Son of man shall be 





revealed, as we read in vs. 26, 30: “And as it was in the 
days of Noah, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of 
man... Even thus shail it be in the day when the Son of 
man is revealed.’ Jesus is speaking of the coming day 
when at the judgment seat the wicked will be separated 
from among the just. 

What is the bed and why is it called a bed? The word 
bed, has for some of its definitions: ‘‘That on which one 
lies, so-called from being spread out.” God has provided 
a bed or resting-place for His people, not a literal bed but 
a Spiritual one. As a natural bed is necessary for our 
repose and to regain our physical strength, so this spir- 
itual bed is absolutely necessary that we may rest upon the 
blessed truth, the assured promises of God, rest from the 
ways of the flesh. As Jesus said: “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

We read of this bed in Isaiah 28. In vs. 7, 8 the Prophet 
is describing the condition of the world at the present 
day, and says: “But they also have erred through wine, 
and through strong drink are out of the way; the priest 
and the prophet have erred through strong drink, they 
are swallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through 
strong drink; they err in vision, they stumble in judg- 
ment. For all tables are full of vomit and filthiness, so 
that there is no place clean.” They are represented as 
being literally drunk, but the real lesson is, they are 
drunk on false doctrines, on the wine of Babylon, on 
their own ways, as expressed in Isa. 29: 9: “Stay your- 
selves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, 
but. not with wine; they stagger, but not with strong 
drink.” The reason that all tables are said to be full of 
filthiness and no place clean is because, as Paul testified, 
all were turned away from the truth to fables (II Tim. 
4:3, 4), and the fables or false doctrines are placed on 
the tables for people to partake of instead of the blessed 
words of God’s truth. 

Then in Isa. 28: 20 the Lord says: “For the bed is 
shorter than that a man can stretch himself on it: and the 
covering narrower than that he can wrap himself in it.” 
God has made the bed, it is composed of the words of 
eternal life, the blessed truth, the divine precepts and 
promises; and He did not make the bed to fit or suit every 
individual size, to contract or expand at our pleasure. The 
bed is the proper size, and we must lay aside every weight 
and besetting sin so that we will be small enough to fit 
the bed. The covering is just right, but it will not cover up 
any lies, any false doctrines. It will not cover any malice 
or hatred or envy. It will not cover any pride or world- 
liness. We must become reconciled to God and not expect 
Him to be reconciled to us. This is the bed Jesus spoke 
of in Luke 17: 34: “I tell you, in that night there shall 
be two men in one bed; the one shall be taken, and the 
other shall be left.” 

The two men in one bed represent the faithful and the 
unfaithful, who are both legally in the bed of truth. One 
class, the faithful, allow the sword of the Spirit, the Word 
of God (Heb. 4: 12; Eph. 6: 17), and the hammer of 
truth (Jer. 23: 29), to pare them down, knock off all 
rough places so that they fit the bed. The other class, the 
unfaithful, refuse chastisement and continue to have their 
own way, and will have to be taken out, they will be force- 
fully evicted from the bed. The unfaithful are cast out, 
and the faithful are left, ever to rest from toil, and sin 
and sorrow. 


(Continued on page 9) 
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PART VIII 
THE DOOM OF PERPETUAL DESOLATION FOR EDOM. 
THE PROPHECY 


“T will make thee perpetual desolations, and thy cities 
shall not return: and ye shall know that I am the Lord-” 
Ezek. 35: 9. 

“O thou that dwwellest in the clefts of the rock, that 
holdest the height of the hill: though thou shouldest make 
thy nest as high as the eagle, I will bring thee down from 
thence, saith the Lord.” Jer. 49: 16. 

“Edom shall be a desolation: everyone that goeth by 
it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues 
thereof.” Jer. 49: 17. 


This prophecy regarding Edom is in striking contrast 
to the previous predictions about Palestine, Moab and 
Ammon. Judgments great and severe—barrenness, ruins 
and desolation—were pronounced against the three lands 
last named, but in each case judgment was tempered with 
mercy, and restoration and renewed prosperity were 
promised “in the latter days.” In the preceding pages we 
have seen how both phases of the prophecies have been 
strikingly fulfilled—desolation in the days gone by, and 
new life and activity and progress at the present time. 

But in the case of Edom the prophecy is of judgment 
only, “perpetual desolations,” with no hint of restoration 
“in the latter days.” And precisely in accordance with 
the predictions of more than 25 centuries ago, is the con- 
dition of the country today. A missionary in Jerusalem, 
who is well acquainted with the land of Edom, told the 
writer that where once there were millions of inhabitants 
there is now scarcely a sign of life. He said that every- 


“THOU THAT DWELLEST IN THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCK.” 
A view of a part of the rock city of Petra in Edom, once great and populous, now desolate 
and deserted. The tents seen in the foreground are for the accommodation of tourists. 


where there are evidences of former greatness, but almost 
no inhabitants, The uttered doom of desolation has fallen, 
and Edom remains today a land of ruins. The missionary 
said he had traveled for 30 to 40 miles through the coun- 
try without seeing scarcely a bird or a wild animal. 

The city of Petra in Edom, hewn out of the solid rock, 
once great and flourishing, is now desolate and deserted. 
In Jeremiah 49: 16 we read: “O thou that dwellest in 
the clefts of the rocks, that holdest the height of the hill: 
though thou shouldest make thy nest as high as the eagle, 
I will bring thee down from thence, saith the Lord.” In 
describing the former greatness of Petra, John Urquhart 
says: ‘Petra, the great rock city, the Selah of the Scrip- 
ture, and the capital of Edom, was a place of immense 
strength, and one of the wonders of the world. The 
country was enriched by the gains of a large and lucrative 
trade. In the time of our Lord, Idumea was still pros- 
perous, and these prophecies were unfulfilled. 

“No forecast could have been made whose fulfillment 
seemed less likely. When the words were penned, and for 
ages afterward, Edom was strong and populous. The 
number of ruined towns and cities shows that the land 
was thickly peopled. The prosperity of Petra, and of 
Edom generally, continued long after Zion’s fall. In 636 
A. D. it was conquered, along with the rest of Syria, by 
Mohammedan forces. 

“Petra was the terminus, Strabo tells us, of one of the 
great commercial routes of Asia. It was the market of 
the Arabians for their spice and frankincense. Such was 
the Edom, not only of the prophets’ day, but of the first 
ages of the Christian era. There is no more awful testi- 
mony to the sureness of God’s Word than this land pre- 
sents. The desolation is appalling. Its commerce has 
utterly passed away. Volney was the first to call atten- 
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tion to the country, recording the information given him 
by Arabs, that within three days’ journey, upward of thirty 
ruined towns, absolutely deserted, were to be met with.” 

No human mind could have foretold more than 2,000 
years ago that five neighboring lands would awake to 
new life and vigor, after lying desolate for centuries, 
while one would continue to sleep, silent and almost 
deserted, amid its ruins of bygone greatness. Only an 
omniscient God, Who sees the end from the beginning, 
could have foreseen and foretold these events with such 
astonishing precision. 


(Adapted from Fulfilled Prophecies that Prove the Bible by George 
T. B. Davies. Used by permission of the author). 





ls Your ‘Religion 
Showing? 


STORY IS told of a Girl Scout leader who was pulled 

up sharply by the remark of one of her smallest 
Brownie Scouts. They had completed a strenuous hike and 
were resting when the child noticed the leader’s medal, 
which she always wore, as a good Roman Catholic, hang- 
ing outside her uniform. Said the girl, “Your religion is 
showing.” 

And we would do well to ask ourselves the question, 
“What are we doing in our daily affairs that would cause 
anyone to think or say, ‘Your religion is showing’ ”? 

Our faith ought to show, even more in the example of 
living than in a visible insignia. 

There is no such thing as living our faith without its 
showing in our daily life. Those who beheld the apostles 
“took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.” 

Example is more forcible than precept. People look at 
our six days of conduct in the week to see what we mean 
on the seventh. 

A young girl was asked: “Whose preaching brought 
you to Christ?” “It wasn’t anybody’s preaching; it was 
Aunt Mary’s practicing,” she replied. 

True religion shows its influence in every part of our 
conduct; it is like the sap of a living tree, which penetrates 
the most distant boughs. 

If we want others to know what our religion can do 
for them; let them see what it has done for us; for we 
can preach a better sermon with our lives than with our 
lips—a sermon, as it were, without words. 

When we entered the service of the Almighty, it was 
obvious; our religion was showing. We made rapid prog- 
ress. We changed from being conformed to the fashions 
to the modest dress of the Christian. We no longer 
attended their social gatherings; also our speech was less 
punctuated by the slang so prevalent in the world. Yes, 
indeed our religion was showing. 

But when it comes to the more tedious work of curbing 
the wandering thoughts, suppressing the manifestation of 
unchristian emotions common to man, can it be said, 
“Your religion is showing”? Do we display patience, 
meekness, unselfishness, humility, nobleness of speech and 
action, purity of thought and deed? 

Do we still possess that great love for the practical life 





that we had for the doctrine, or has it ceased to stir our 
enthusiasm? 

In our business associations with our brethren or the 
world, is our religion clearly showing? Can it be said 
that our dealings are above reproach? From the windows 
of our personality and conduct, does the Christ-light 
beam to the dark world around? Are our family, neigh- 
bors and community forced to recognize that we have 
been with Christ, as those transformed men of that first 
century? Do we do unto others as we would be done by, 
or is our greatest concern to drive a shrewd bargain even 
if perhaps it gives others the opportunity to say, “If he 
is any sample of the religion he professes, then I am not 
interested”? 

This is a serious question each of us needs to allow to 
penetrate deep into our consciousness. 

Paul admonished us, ‘Be thou an example of the believers 
in word, in conduct, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” 

And what is our example before the young? Children 
are creatures of imitation, and most of their impressions 
are made by what they see about them. How very impor- 
tant that we set a good example for them to emulate. 
Especially is it a “must” for parents to set a good example 
in the home. Said a sage, “Thou canst not rebuke in 
children what they see practiced in thee. Till reason be 
ripe, examples direct more than precepts. Such as is thy 
behaviour before thy children’s faces; such is theirs 
behind thy back!” 


“Td rather see a sermon, 
Than hear one any day. 
I'd rather one would walk with me, 
Than merely tell the way. 
The eye’s a better pupil, 
And more willing than the ear; 
Fine counsel is confusing; 
But example’s always clear. 
The best of all the preachers, 
Are men who live their creeds, 
For to see good put in action, 
Is what everybody needs. 


I soon can learn to do it, 
If you’ll let me see it done, 
I can watch your hands in action, 
But your tongue too fast may run. 
The lectures you deliver, 
May be just and right and true; 
But I’d rather get my lessons 
By observing what you do. 
I may not learn the precepts 
That you are glad to give, 
But there'll be no mistaking 
How you act and how you live.” 

Sometimes the hardest place to have our religion show- 
ing is in the home; it is here we have the chance for 
greatest growth. We have many opportunities to warp and 
bend, give and take, to be patient, considerate, kind and 
loving. It is in the home we demonstrate if our religion 
is really showing. 

Our religion must be the moving force in our lives, our 
meat and drink to be living it. Said John Newton: ‘The 
religion of some people is constrained, like the cold bath 
when used, not for pleasure, but from necessity for 
health, into which one goes with reluctance, and is glad 
when able to get out, But religion to the true believer is 
like water to a fish; it is his element; he lives in it, and 
could not live out of it.” 

We profess that God’s Word is our all in all, but do we 
keep our membership badge displayed; is our religion 
showing? 
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The Wise Counsel of a Godly Woman 


AVID, the celebrated conqueror of Goliath and the 

Philistines, was perplexed! He was insulted; yea, 
more, he was outrage]! ‘’herefore, he became wrathful, 
and vowed with all the impetuosity of youth that he 
would wreak vengeance, not only on his enemy, but also 
on his enemy’s household! 

Who, one asks, could have so aroused the sweet singer 
in Israel, for David, even though a warrior, was by 
nature of a kind, generous and forgiving disposition. 
Could the object of his vengeance be S—s-saul, the k— 
k-ing, ventures one with trepidation, knowing full well 
the dire consequences if two such persons as Saul and 
David engaged in combat? 

Perhaps David may have reached the limit of his 
patience with the jealous king and decided to reverse 
the circumstances whereby he became the avenger instead 
of the hunted victim! No, it could not be Saul, for David 
had spared the king’s life when he found him asleep at 
the cave of Engedi, and he adhered strictly to the com- 
mand, not to touch the Lord’s anointed. 

It was, however, shortly after this incident, that we 
find the refugee David with 600 men traveling about ten 
miles south of Hebron, through the green and pleasant 
country of Carmel. Here dwelt a man whose possessions 
were great, for he owned 3000 sheep and a thousand 
goats. Nabal, as his name indicates, was a churlish, 
arrogant individual, and it was he who became the object 
of David’s vengeance. 

It was sheepshearing time in Carmel, and the people 
had gathered from all parts of the nearby country to 
assist with the work. It was not only a time of labor, 
but also of joy as well; a happy reunion of singing and 
feasting. It was also a fine custom of the ancient shearing 
days which required the owner of the sheep to present 
gifts to all as a token of thanks to God and of good will 
to his neighbors. 

With this in mind, David dispatched some of his voung 
men to greet Nabal and to receive from him some food 
for his hungry men. He was also reminded that many 
times as they wandered over hills and valleys, they 
continually encountered the large flocks of Nabal. They 
not only refrained from molesting them, but acted as a 
wall of protection by night and day, keeping them from 
thieves, raiders or anything that might cause them harm. 
But the sheepmaster was not disposed to be moved by 
the spirit of the occasion, for when the messengers made 
their way to where he sat drinking under his pavilion, 
he cried out contemptuously, “Who is David, and who 
is the son of Jesse? there be many servants now-a-days 
that break away every man from their master. Shall I 
then take my bread, and water and flesh that I have 
killed for my shearers, and give it unto men, whom I 
know not whence they be?” 

When the young men brought word back to David how 
Nahbal had railed on them, he was beside himself with 
tumultuous feelings of wrath and vengeance. Arming 
himself at once, he gave command, “Gird ye on every 
man his sword!” and so with 400 of his men they started 
for Carmel. 

In the meantime, frightened servants of Nabal had 


brought word to their mistress, Abigail, of their master’s 
coarse insult to David who she knew was not the man 
to let such an affront go unpunished. 

Abigail, as Nabal’s wife, is described as a woman of 
good understanding, and we know as the account unfolds 
that she had other excellent qualities. For one thing, she 
might have taken steps to protect only herself; but in 
the kindness and nobility of her nature, she turned all 
her energies to save from death her innocent household 
and even that man Nabal, and also as we shall see, to 
save David from himself. 

Then Abigail made haste, and summoning her serv- 
ants, she bade them load the animals with 200 loaves 
of bread, five sheep ready dressed, a hundred clusters of 
raisins, and two hundred cakes of figs, wine and other 
provisions. She then mounted her own beast and led the 
caravan down in the direction from which David was 
marching. So the two processions, one of anger and 
revenge, the other of peace, forgiveness and mercy, 
approached each other. At the covert of one of the hills, 
just as the morning mists were lifting, they met. David 
stood with threatening attitude, his hand on his sword; 
for he had just said, “Surely in vain have I kept all that 
this fellow hath in the wilderness, so that nothing was 
missed of all that pertained unto him: and he hath 
requited me evil for good.” 

Dismounting from her animal, Abigail, unafraid, 
hastened toward him and with humble attitude, com- 
menced one of the most touching and eloquent speeches 
recorded in the Word. Nothing but unquestioning faith in 
God could have dictated such a humble petition. In it 
Abigail typifies woman in her noblest, wisest and purest 
character. The keen edge of adversity and trial elicited 
from her soul only resignation and a desire to pacify and 
mitigate the evils of others. Such opportunities to do 
good come into the lives of everyone; and it is to our 
everlasting credit if we take advantage of such circum- 
stances to restore good will and peace among our associ- 
ates whenever possible. 

In her intercession, Abigail begins by saying she wishes 
to take the blame for everything, and apologizes for 
Nabal’s bad actions. ‘‘Upon me, my lord, upon me, let this 
iniquity be.” She then reassured David that God’s hand 
was not withdrawn from him and that however dark 
and forbidding the present, he would some day be king 
over Israel for the Lord would surely fulfil His promise. 
There must have been times during his years of exile, 
when the throne seemed a long way off to the anointed 
David, and how strengthening must have been the wise 
words of Abigail at such a time! 

When trials and afflictions seem to overwhelm us, does 
our faith shine right through the dark clouds and brighten 
the path so that we can see the end of the road that leads 
to the Kingdom of God, knowing of a surety that He 
will fulfill His promises to us that we may inherit a 
throne? Never for an instant let any of us permit our 
faith to weaken because of what seems to us a long 
waiting period: “For the vision is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not 
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tarry” (Hab. 2: 3). We can do much good by reassuring 
one another of this God-given promise. 

Another truth that impresses us from the gracious 
words of Abigail, is the providence of God in our daily 
life. She refers to Saul, a man “who is risen to pursue 
thee, and to seek thy soul; but the soul of my lord shall 
be bound in the bundle of life with the Lord thy God.” 
Even though Saul was a powerful enemy and sought to 
siay David, yet he could not deprive him of being bound 
with the Lord in eternal life, if he were doing God’s 
will. “And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose.” And from the Psalmist him- 
self come the comforting words of God’s providence that 
“the angel of the Lord encampeth around about them 
that fear him and delivereth them.” 

The final truth, and it is also the most important, that 
we hear from the lips of the wise and noble Abigail, is 
that no one ever regrets the evil he did not do or the 
snares he did not fall into, and the ungodly deeds he did 
not commit because he listened to the words of wisdom. 
To David she said, “‘Now seeing the Lord hath withholden 
thee from coming to shed blood, and from avenging thy- 
self with thine own hand... that this shall be no grief 
unto thee, nor offense of heart, either that thou hast 
shed blood causeless, or that my lord hath avenged him- 
self.”” David had many things to regret when he became 
older and much wiser. As he looked back over its check- 
ered history, he could recall acts of folly and shame; but 
the present incident he would not have to regret because 
of the wise counsel of a godly woman and his sensible 
yielding to her words. 

But the appeal now is on the ground of those things, 
that course of conduct, which you will never regret. It 
will be no regret to you that you did not neglect God’s 
Word, and His House of Worship; that you chose the 
narrow way and came out from the world with its lusts 
of the flesh, and lust of the eyes and pride of life; it will 
be no regret to you that you did not yield to your angry 
passions, or any other passion; that you did not take a 
mean advantage for the sake of gain; but rather suffered 
loss. It will be no regret to you that, when insulted or 
misjudged or shamefully treated, you did not do as you 
had been done unto, but overlooked the wrong and for- 
gave the wrongdoer. No! These things will never cause 
your soul regret. What would you give in that final day 
of account to stand before the Judge, and have no regrets! 

We have noted the most important points of Abigail’s 
speech, and are now interested to know how the future 
king of Israel reacted to her plea. He willingly accepted 
that which she brought him, and pronouncing a heartfelt 
benediction for her efforts, replied: “Blessed be the Lord 
God of Israel, which sent thee this day to meet me: and 
blessed be thy advice, and blessed be thou, which hast 
kept me this day from coming to shed blood, and from 
avenging myself with mine own hand... Go up in peace 
to thine house. See, I have hearkened to thy words.” 

If we have consecrated our lives fully to God’s service, 
and listened to the appealing words of Wisdom, we shall 
never think of taking our own vengeance, for “The Lord 
knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, 
and to reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment.” 
There shall then be no regrets, and we can ask God to 
bind us with Him in the bundle of Life Eternal. 


“Taken” or “Left” 


(Continued from page 5) 

The same truth is taught in Matt. 22: 11—18 by a 
different simile. When Jesus returns to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb, He sees there a man—the unfaith- 
ful man—without the wedding garment, which is “the 
righteousness of saints.” And Jesus will say to him: 
“Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding 
garment?” and he will be speechless. Then shall the king 
say to his servants, “Bind him hand and foot, and take 
him away, and cast him into outer darkness.” All who do 
not have on the wedding garment—all who have not 
kept the commandments of God—will be forced out. It is 
only in a legal sense that the unfaithful are said to be in 
the bed, because they have made a covenant with God. The 
judicial cutting off will not be until Christ comes. 

They are not willing to rest in the bed, the resting- 
place the Lord has furnished, but enlarge their bed, 
broaden out the way, and is it not just that they should 
be cast out, and not allowed to partake of the glory to 
be revealed when Christ comes? Abel and Cain, Peter and 
Judas, were in the same bed when they entered into cove- 
nant, and will not Cain and Judas weep bitterly when 
they see Abel, Abraham, and Peter, in the glorious king- 
dom of God, and they cast out? A time is coming when 
goats and sheep will be permanently separated. 

Let us strive to be laborers that will not be taken from 
the Lord’s field; branches, not to be severed from the 
true vine; grinders that will not be turned away from 
the Lord’s mill; favored individuals of Christ Jesus not to 
be forcefully evicted from the bed of the Lord. 


We know the work we have to do 
Will take our mind and might, 
Before we'll overcome the foe 

Or win the glorious right. 


So let us battle nobly on 

Nor turn to right or left 

That we may gain immortal crown 
And be the one that’s left. 


Yes, be the one that is left; the one that can remain 
in the bed and take our rest, rest from sin, rest from 
trials. Then in the world to come it will be one eternal 
pleasure, and these pleasures will always be increasing. 
Could we ask God to do more for us poor frail mortals? 
I think not. He has done on His part, and done it well. Let 
us do ours. May God help each one to be a sheep and not 
a goat. 





If we could only make our hands move as actively as 
our tongues, what wonders we could accomplish! Almost 
everyone loves to hear his own voice. It is so easy, too! Yet if 
we could say less and do more for each other's good, not alone 
would every home be happier, but communities would be 
enriched thereby. Instead of criticism by speech, to show some 
one a better way to do a thing would be of much greater 
value. 





Temptations when we meet them at first are as the lion 
that roared upon Samson; but if we overcome them, the next 
we see them we shall find a nest of honey within them. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my 
soul after thee, O God” (Psalm 42: 1). 


It is indeed a high ideal that is set forth in this utter- 
ance! What the circumstances were that prompted such 
a statement we have no knowledge, but we can be cer- 
tain it was at a time the writer had great faith in God. 
He may have been fleeing for his life from his enemies 
and trusted wholly in God for deliverance. It may have 
been after a realization of his transgressions, and, see- 
ing God’s mercy still extended to him, he was endeavor- 
ing to make the very most of the opportunity. And it 
may have been after a period of spiritual prosperity; 
after keeping the Law of God and yet desiring to do more. 

During his early life, David may often have seen a 
deer searching for water. This illustration becomes more 
forceful when we realize that the land of Palestine re- 
ceives very little rainfall during the summer months. 
The few rivers within the country are indeed an attrac- 
tion to a wild animal. Should an animal be driven from 
the familiar brooks and springs into a strange territory 
or should the brooks dry up, then the search and panting 
for water becomes more desperate. 

In making the application to our spiritual life it is 
necessary only to assess the greatness of the work the 
Christian has to perform to understand that if we would 
succeed we must long for the doing of the will of God as 
a hunted animal thirsts for water. It requires steady 
patience on our part to be able to escape the allurements 
of the world, the cares of this life and the promptings of 
our own selfish nature. The desire to live in God’s King- 
dom must create in us a longing to do the will of the Fa- 
ther, whatever it may be, so that it will be our chief con- 
cern. Our desire should be to perform everything the 
Law of God demands and not simply the work that espe- 
cially appeals to us; not only for a short season—a small 
part of our life—but our entire lifetime, from the day 
we hear His call to the very end. 

In the Sermon on the Mount—the greatest sermon we 
have on record—we read this same sentiment: “Blessed 
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: 
for they shal! be filled” (Matt. 5: 6). This having been 
spoken by Jesus is indeed of great authority. It was al- 
ways His desire to serve and please His Father, and this 
He always did. Doing His Father’s will was more im- 
portant to Him than His personal needs. At one occasion 
in His ministry when His disciples asked Him to take 
food, His reply was, “I have meat to eat that ye know not 
of. .. My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and 
to finish his work” (John 4: 32, 34). 

There has been untold suffering and countless deaths 
from hunger and thirst for literal food and water. In 
compariscn few have sincerely hungered and _ thirsted 
after righteousness. Many have desired the doctrine of 
the Word; but the doing of the commandments is more 
important, and much more difficult. The continual dis- 
cipline is accepted only by the ones who know the good 





that will come from it, whereas those who despise con- 
tinual restraint come to loathe the doing of the command- 
ments, rather than panting for them. 

This beautiful thought is expressed again by the Psalm- 
ist. He cries, “O God, thou art my God; early will I seek 
thee; my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee 
in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is’; ‘I opened 
my mouth and panted, I longed for thy commandments” 
(Ps. 63: 1; 119: 131). Whichever way the thought is 
expressed, whether it is panting, thirsting, hungering, or 
longing they mean that the persons concerned desire 
serving God above all else. Indeed, the Lord has given 
just such a command. Through Moses, the great Law- 
giver, He spoke thus, “Thou shalt have no other gods be- 
fore me” (Ex. 20: 3); and again, ‘And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might” (Deut. 6: 5). He who would 
offer God second place offers Him no place, and anything 
that makes our service second makes it no service at all. 

God will not hear a man who calls upon Him only in a 
time of distress or when his life is endangered. Since in 
good and prosperous days people are apt to forget the 
goodness of God and call on Him only in trouble, their 
sudden turn may not be sincere. The Lord requires that 
all who profess to serve Him live up to their profession 
and have their words backed up by deeds of righteous- 
ness. However, it is usually afflictions or hardships and 
a realization of the frailty of life that causes people to 
search for consolation in the Word of God. He gives the 
assurance that all who search for Him with their whole 
heart shall find Him (Jer. 29: 23 

It is wise to choose the things in life that will benefit 
us most, but we should prefer a firm religious belief to 
every other blessing. It brings godly discipline which is 
followed by goodness. It creates new hopes when all 
earthly ones vanish. It throws the most glorious light 
over our declining existence, even the promise that God 
will turn the shadow of death into the morning—the 
glorious Resurrection. It makes persecution and shame 
easy to bear, for there is a blessing promised to those 
who suffer for righteousness’ sake. Above all earthly 
hopes, it reveals to us the most delightful visions of the 
future, joys that will be eternal; whereas the sensualists 
and skeptics view only gloom, decay, and annihilation. 

Earthly pursuits and accomplishments benefit us for 
the present only, but a life void of offense before God is 
an inheritance for eternity. A true and firm religious 
belief, followed by works of righteousness, is therefore 
a necessary and an indispensable element; it is the tie 
that binds us with the great Eternal. Without it men are 
in a condition which the Scriptures tersely describe as, 
“having no hope, and without God in the world” (Eph. 
2: 12). But they who possess this true religion, yet be- 
cause of carelessness or indifference break their tie with 
the Eternal are described thus: ‘Clouds they are without 
water, carried about of winds, trees whose fruits wither- 
eth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots; 
raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; 
wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness of 
darkness forever” (Jude 12, 13). 

The very words “panting” and “longing” imply that 
our present felicity is not complete. We desire more than 
we possess: more works of righteousness, more faith in 
God, more peace of mind, and more earnest effort in the 

(Cont. on next page) 





Questions and Answers 


“Why do other churches not teach fasting? Is it not a 
Bible principle?” 


You are correct that fasting is a Bible principle. Many 
are the examples given in the Bible where God’s people 
fasted. It was accompanied by prayer, and many difficult 
situations were solved by suppliants seeking God’s help 
in this way. To review a few of these circumstances is 
faith-strengthening. When the neighboring nations came 
against Judah, Jehoshaphat, the king, feared and sought 
the Lord and proclaimed a fast. His prayer shows what 
trust he had in the Lord. He received a wonderful answer 
to his prayer and for his people’s fasting. They did not 
even have to fight their enemies, but the singers pre- 
ceded the army, praising the Lord for the deliverance 
He was to send that day; and their enemies destroyed each 
other (1I Chron. 20). 

When the extermination of the Jewish nation had been 
plotted, Queen Esther proclaimed a fast for all the Jews 
at Shushan. The occasion was so serious that they neither 
ate nor drank for three days, then Esther petitioned 
the king, and the Lord was with her so the king granted 
her request. 

In the account of Paul’s shipwreck (Acts 27) they 
fasted for fourteen days, but the angel of the Lord was 
with them and their lives were spared. 

Prior to our Master’s temptation in the wilderness, He 
fasted for 40 days. To a person of Jesus’ ability that 
was undoubtedly a critical temptation and He strength- 
ened His character by first denying Himself in a lesser 
way. 

Psalm 35: 13 shows one of the great benefits of fasting: 
“T humbled my soul with fasting.” To deny ourselves 
produces humility. As we become able to control the 
cravings of the physical body we are strengthened to 
control the cravings of the mind that are in opposition to 
the law of God. Fasting will help us over crises in our 
spiritual life the same as it did with God’s people of old. 
The disciples did not fast while Jesus was with them, 
for they could turn to Him for greater aid, but they did 
fast after He was taken from them (Mk. 2: 19, 20). 

As to why other churches do not teach fasting it is 
simply because they ignore this principle the same as 
they do many others in the Bible. It is well to always 
keep in mind Daniel’s prophecy that God’s times and laws 
would be changed. We see that fulfilled in many ways. 


“Can anyone be saved who does not believe in the true 
doctrine? 

“It does not seem that one could believe in opposition to 
the Bible teaching and be saved, as well as one who believes 
the true teaching.” 


The Scriptures plainly and emphatically teach that we 
must know the truth and obey it to be saved. See Heb. 5: 9; 
I Pet. 1: 22. All the Church of which Christ is the head 
is built on the foundation of the prophets, apostles and 
Jesus, and are commanded to all speak the same thing 
and be perfectly joined together (Eph. 2: 19—22; Col. 
1: 18; I Cor. 1: 10). So in believing wrong they are not 
keeping this command. And the Book says, “Blessed are 
they that do his commandments, that they may ... enter 
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... the city.” The overcomers who stand with Christ have 
the Word written in their foreheads (Rev. 14: 1—5). 


“Is water baptism necessary today?” 


No, we do not believe water baptism is necessary 
today. During the Apostolic days immersion in water was 
employed as a symbol of the death to sin, being buried in - 
the ‘‘water of life,” the truth of Christ. It ended with 
that age. To the people of today the lesson intended is 
more important than the symbol. The apostle Paul tells 
us there is “one baptism” (Eph. 4: 5) and that is the 
one that has carried through all the ages. Water baptism 
was never sufficient unto salvation. It was only a “pres- 
ent truth” for a limited time. 

Jesus made plain what the one baptism is in Matt. 20: 
22, 23 when He asked Zebedee’s sons if they were able to 
drink of the cup He drank of, and to be baptized with 
the baptism He was baptized with. That shows there was 
a deeper significance than going into literal water. Any 
one would be able to be plunged in water. Jesus continued 
to explain part of that baptism in the lesson on humility 
that He taught in the following verses. 

Paul makes it very plain in Romans 6, that the one 
baptism is to “walk in newness of life.” “Know ye not, 
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.’”’ And he 
qualified that death of Christ in verses 10—12, “For in 
that he died, he died unto sin once; but in that he liveth, 
he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yoursefves 
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God.” As 
fervent a missionary as Paul was he failed to stress 
literal water baptism, for he said in I Cor. 1: 16 that he 
had baptized only one family. Paul was the Apostle to 
us Gentiles and he said Christ sent him “not to baptize, 
but to preach the gospel” (v. 17). To receive the one 
baptism is to receive the truth of God in its entirety. It 
will then control our thoughts and our conduct and makes 
a “new creature” of us in character. 


MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD 

(Continued from page 10) 
Master’s service. We need more courage to meet the 
trials and temptations of every day. We need the prayers 
and help of our fellow workers to aid us to keep within 
the pathway that leads to God. And we must never neg- 
lect to do our part to help others as we ourselves have 
been helped. Above all these, if we have lived blamelessly 
before God, we shall desire the fulfillment of His promise. 
We shall be waiting and praying for the Kingdom to be 
set up on earth, that mankind may be relieved of all the 
wrongs they have suffered and the faithful rewarded 
with life eternal. 





To speak always to edification requires that we think 
always to edification. 
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Prayer Changes Things 
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When the day has started wrong, 
And your lips refuse a song; 

When small things are bothersome; 
When by trials overcome; 

When your weary soul seeks rest, 
Living having lost its zest, 

And you're very near despair-- 

Do you refuge take in pray’r? 


Pray’r will help to lift the load 


In its stead the peace bestowed 
Will rejoice your aching heart, 
If you will from sin depart. 
God requires humility, 

And a life from evil free; 

Such receiving, He is near, 

To your faint petition hear. 


Days cannot seem long and drear, 
If you know the Lord is near. 

Then, with Truth to shed its light, 
All your pathway will be bright. 

Let this be your frequent thought, 
"Am I walking as I ought?” 

And, when burdened down with care, 


Solace seek with God in pray '. 
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